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Message Response to Hellgate Elementary Parents on 

Missoulian Article – September 15, 2019 
 

Good Evening. This is Doug Reisig, Superintendent of Hellgate Elementary 

 

I need to share something important with you this evening. 

 

Today, the Missoulian newspaper ran a story, in part, about an incident that took place last spring 

in which some middle school students were involved in a verbal conversation that took place on 

a school bus. Unfortunately, there was a fair amount of inaccurate and incomplete information in 

the story.  In short, during the verbal discussion, one student made a comment about wanting to 

shoot people, but, to my knowledge, not specifically the child mentioned in the newspaper 

article. 

 

Though the article made it appear that the school did nothing with respect to this incident that is 

simply not true. Whenever a situation, such as this, is brought to the attention of school officials 

the school district’s risk assessment protocol is followed. A child is removed from school; the 

school counselors and school psychologists do a risk assessment on the child that also involves 

discussions with the child’s parents/guardians; and then, school officials looks at the results of 

the process and make a recommendation to me about if the child should or should not remain in 

school. I make that call. 

 

That process was followed in the case referred to in the Missoulian article.  The parent who was 

featured in the story did indeed demand to get more information about what the District did to 

the student who was alleged to have made the statement. But, unless you are the parent/guardian 

of the child in the assessment process, you are not at liberty to get information as to what is 

happening with the involved child. The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA as 

we know it) is a federal law that we have to follow, and it is specific on what information can 

and cannot be shared. And, that information is on a “right to know” basis. So, when the article 

states that I told the mother calling and writing to me that I believed I had the situation taken care 

of, but was not at liberty to speak to her about what was happening to the child, who was not her 

child, I believe I was correct in that decision. By the way, all the boys involved in the school bus 

incident finished out the school year and they all, including the boy mentioned in the article, 

graduated from Hellgate Middle School last June. 

 

As for the other part of the article on the firearm safety assemblies this week, all parents were 

given the opportunity to opt-out their children out of the assemblies if they so chose to do so. 

But, the “Be Safe - Gun Safety for Boys and Girls of Montana” program was approved in 2007 

by the Montana legislature and this firearms safety education program is the only program ever 

adopted by the Montana legislature. Moreover, the legislature directed the Montana Office of 

Public Instruction to circulate the program to Montana public and private schools. 

 

Are there possibly other programs out there on firearms safety? Maybe so, and the school board 

will review this program and then make a determination to continue with the program or look for 

a different program to help bring firearm safety awareness to our students. 

 

Thank you and have a good evening. 

 


